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Founded in 2010, the UKESF is the only STEM organisation in the UK solely focused on Electronics.  We are a 
multi award winning charity, and our purpose is to promote Electronics and semiconductors to young people and 

to encourage them to pursue study and careers in the industry. 

Tackling the Skills Challenge in the UK’s 
Electronics Industry



The Deep Tech Decade - 2035

A thought about the future skills pipeline ………..

Most pupils currently at Primary Schools will still be in the 
education/training system in 2035. 

Students making subject choices now for GCSEs and Highers won’t yet 
be fully active in the workforce by 2035. 

Most students starting current degree courses at universities will have 
been graduated around 5 years in 2035.



“Our approach to skills within this Strategy comes broadly in two parts: first, our investment 
in schools and teachers, as well as career advice and outreach programmes to inspire the 
next generation, and to nurture the higher education sector. Second, we will promote 
industry-led learning to ensure a robust pipeline of talent that meets their needs.”

NSS Section 7.4, Skills & Talent

“Our Strategy represents the 
culmination of what government, 
industry and academia have 
already done in this sector. And it 
sets our vision for its future. A 
wealth of exciting opportunities lie 
ahead: to grow the economy, to 
create highly skilled jobs, and to be 
at the cutting-edge of technology 
that underpins every aspect of 
modern life.”

The Rt Hon Chloe Smith MP
Secretary of State for Department 
for Science, Innovation and 
Technology



Students – Acceptances

Cycle Year Subject Group
Number of Acceptances 

(Overall)
Number of Acceptances 

(UK Students)

2021 H1 - General Engineering 5040 4305
2021 H2 - Civil Engineering 4205 3485
2021 H3 - Mechanical Engineering 8650 7050
2021 H6 - Electronic and Electrical Engineering 4780 3245
2021 I1 - Computer Science 18885 15765

2022 H1 - General Engineering 4910 4155
2022 H2 - Civil Engineering 3760 3015
2022 H3 - Mechanical Engineering 8705 7030
2022 H6 - Electronic and Electrical Engineering 4860 3240
2022 I1 - Computer Science 21000 17280

2023 H1 - General Engineering 4805 4025
2023 H2 - Civil Engineering 3585 2905
2023 H3 - Mechanical Engineering 8455 6835
2023 H6 - Electronic and Electrical Engineering 4660 3200
2023 I1 - Computer Science 22590 18605
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iPhone 15 – Semiconductor Suppliers





Chi Onwurah MP Select Committee Chair

“Electronics is a  fundamental enabling technology 
that  helps make our lives and societies better. 
A strong Electronics and ‘deep tech’ industry is 
essential to the health of the UK economy but we 
know that the UK has a skills shortage in this critical 
sector. That’s why it’s great to see the work that 
the UKESF is doing encouraging more young 
people to pursue careers as Electronics 
Engineers. 
In particular, their Girls into Electronics initiative 
has the potential to make a real difference and it 
is something that I strongly support. 
As the only organisation linking schools, 
universities, students and industry to address 
Electronics skills, the UKESF is poised to be an 
important contributor to the long term success of 
the industry in the UK.”



Classroom resources:  Provided over 800 
secondary schools/teachers with resources for 
teaching Electronics parts of Physics, and Computer 
Science. “Electronics Everywhere” and 
microcontrollers.
Focus on ED&I: More than 1,000 girls (aged 15-18) 
participated in “Girls into Electronics” events 22/24.
Bespoke Programme: With a grant from IUK, 
delivered a programme for schools (45) in Wales to 
promote EEE careers. “Spark their Imagination”

Future Plans.  
Replicate “Spark” Programme in other areas.  Scale up GiE.  Primary Schools

UKESF –  Summary of Schools Activities 



UKESF Scholarship Scheme
Students looking for work placement



Thank you

Stewart.Edmondson@ukesf.org
07894 899544
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